Some medicolegally important aspects of symphyseal injuries due to trauma.
A total of 58 cases of fatal trauma (forensic autopsies) were investigated for lesions of the pelvic girdle, the pubic symphysis, and for injuries distant from the pelvis. Traumata of the pubic symphysis were present in 30% (n = 17) of the cases. The symphyses were examined by x-ray and macroscopically related to the main violence (Abbreviated Injury Scale [AIS]). A correlation between the latter and the severity of the resulting injuries could be deducted. Characteristic patterns of symphyseal injuries included small hemorrhages, partial and complete ruptures, and also ruptures of the ligamentary insertions, which have not yet been described. The kind and severity of these lesions related to the intensity/direction of the violence are demonstrated and discussed.